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Introduction
Reference is made to the 2007 CoE Action Plan, which was approved during the 9th Steering Committee Meeting (Muscat,19 - 20/12/2006) and the recommendations of participants in the previous ITU/BDT Arab Regional workshops in order to build up a relevant capacity process for the professionals in the region.

The workshop was conducted during the period 19 – 21 May in Muscat-Sultanate of Oman.
Workshop Description
In light of the rapid changes in the telecommunications and information sectors, and in the light of the increasing competition to provide telecommunications services, this workshop aimed at shedding light on the Awareness of the IP Based Regulations  for all concerned parties the regulators, operators and consumers alike. 

The main objectives of the workshop was to provide profound understanding and comparative views on the IP Based regulations and be aware of them particularly for  regulators and Operators  in order  to meet their requirements.
The target groups were senior and middle professionals from the Administrations, Regulatory Authorities, Operators and Service Providers, in addition to the facilitators / trainers who are dealing with such issues or who will be prepared to handle these subjects in the future.  
The delivery methods were through presentations, case studies, working Groups and panel discusions 

The Opening Session

The opening session included speeches, started with Eng. Ghulam Al Balushi, the Arab CoE Program Coordinator, who thanked the Telecommunications Regulatory Authoriy (TRA) Oman for hosting the workshop, he also presented a brief report on the activites and emphasized the role of the Arab Center of Excellence in developing the capacity in the Arab Region, through a series of programs adopted by the ITU and conducted through the partnership with some lead countries. The Program coordinator thanked Eng. Naashia Al Kharuris, the Board Member of TRA Oman for the continuous TRA support on the CoE programs.
The Program coordinator emphasized that the rapid development of ICT and the change in the regulatory invironment sorrounded this sector mainly the liberalization and competition, influenced usage of Internet and IP Based Services in all aspects of life and based on this the requirement of especific Plans , Strategigies and Regulations particularly from the Governents, Administrations and Regulatory bodies  where all these issues were the reasons of designing and conducting this workshop to meet the real needs of the Arab Region countries and communities.

Eng. Naashiah AL KHARUSI, the Board Member of TRA Oman, opened the Workshop, welcomed the participants, and emphasized that TRA will continue to support the activities of Arab Center of Excellence, and to put all its capabilities  to help the CoE to execute these activities. She thanked the speakers on their effort to take part in this workshop and deliver their well experienced works for the benefit of the participants in this field, and wished them success in delivering their presentations in the workshop.
Participation 

The total of 51 Participants attended the workshop with the following distribution:
Oman (48) and Saudi Arabia (3). In addition to (3) local speakers from Oman and 3 international speakers: (1) speaker from Intercai – UK, (1) speaker from Egyptian Ministry of Justice and (1) speaker from France, plus (1) ITU CoE/ARB Program Coordinator participated at the workshop.

Annex (1) contains the list of participants in the workshop (available at website) http://www.ituarabic.org/coe/2007/ipbasedregulations-07/
Agenda 

Annex (2) contains the Final Agenda, which was adopted and comprised Thirteen sessions; this includes eight presentations, two case-study, two working Groups and one-panel sessions. The working papers tackled most of the issues related to the workshop topics. 

During the panel session, several important questions were raised and the participants exchanged experience and knowledge on them. 

As a result of the discussion the importance of the IP Regulations Awareness, has been emphasized.
Annex (3) comprises the list of documents submitted in the workshop, which is available at website http://www.ituarabic.org/coe/2007/ipbasedregulations-07/
Concluding Session

Eng. Ghulam Al Balushi on behalf of the ITU CoE/ARB thanked TRA for its cooperation and hospitality; he also thanked the participants for their active role during the working sessions.
At the end, participants were awarded the participation certificates. 
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