
	[image: image1.jpg]



	ITU/BDT Arab Regional Workshops on :
            1-     Triple Play

2- Evolution to 4G Networks

       3-     Wireless Security"
Muscat-Sultanate of Oman, 28 – 30 October 2007


	




FINAL REPORT
Introduction
Reference is made to the 2006 CoE Action Plan, approved by the 9th Steering Committee Meeting (Muscat, 19 - 20/12/2006) and the recommendations of participants in the previous ITU/BDT Arab Regional workshops.
The workshops on three different topics in parallel were conducted first time as part of a consortium between local operators, Telecom Regulator, IT Regulator and two leading local companies in the filed of organizing Exhibition and Conference in Telecommunications and ICT in Oman under the name of ARABTELSAT.
Hence, from the list of the CoE activities the following workshops were implemented under this event:
1) Triple Play/Quad Play

2) Evolution to 4G Networks

3) Wireless Security

The above three workshops were so designed that they are running in parallel at the same time as three different tracks within the Exhibition and Conference of ARABTELSAT in Oman between 28 – 30 Oct 2007.
The Workshops 
The main learning objectives of the workshops were to understand, plan, and evaluate the need and to keep up with the technological changes which are taking place in the field of Convergence of Fixed and Mobile services and also to compare the 4G services and what is forthcoming beyond the 3G Networks . To make sure the readiness of all the 2G and 3G networks in order to evolve towards the 4G networks. It was also the objective to be aware about the Security aspects of the wireless Networks in the Telecommunication field.

Another Objective was to outline the different standards, and specifications, and finally to identify key applications, implications and benefits of Triple/Quad Play and 4G services Technologies.

The Opening Session

The opening session of the workshops included welcoming remarks from:

I. H. E. Mr. Ahmed Suwaidan AL BALUSHI, Chairman Advisory Committee for the event. He thanked ITU CoE/ARB, and emphasized the role of Telecommunication in improving nation‘s development. He also welcomed VIP guests and the workshop participants and their organization on attending these knowledgeable Workshops in the selected areas of Triple play, Wireless security and Evolution to 4G networks subjects. He finally wished the event a success and our guests from overseas a nice stay in Oman.

II. Eng. Nashiah AL KHARUSI, Member of Telecommunications Regulatory Authority (TRA), who welcomed too the guests and mentioned that the objective of these kind of events is to gain experience in the field of Telecommunications and ICT and a good venue to exchange knowledge and experiences in this field among each other in order to get benefit for our region, and for the participants. She explained the role of the Regulatory body in Oman on regulating and opening up the Telecommunications sector in the market so to allow competition in this field for the benefit of the users (Customers) 
III. Dr. Salim AL RUZAIQI, Executive President of Information Technology Authority (ITA), spoke in his speech on emphasizing the ICT role in developing the country’s e-initiative. He gave a brief of the Oman’s e-initiative projects under the name of e-Oman.
IV. Eng Mustafa AL LAWATI, Manager Marketing, Oman Mobile, gave a welcoming speech where after welcoming the guest and participants, he gave a run down of Oman Mobile’s services in Oman . He shown the audience the growth and several products and services which Oman Mobile is offering to its customers in Oman.
V. Mr. Ross Cormac, Chief Executive Officer of Nawras (Oman’s second mobile operator) gave his speech on emphasizing the role of Nawras in Oman’s market where he mentioned how Nawras changed the life style and way of communication in Oman by providing a differentiated set of services to the public where they have chance to enjoy a deferent and value added services from Nawras.
VI. Eng. Ghulam Al Balushi, Coordinator, ITU Arab Center of Excellence, thanked the participants and their organizations on attending this event. He emphasized the role of the Arab Center of Excellence in developing the capacity in the Arab Region, through a series of programs adopted by the ITU and conducted through the partnership with some lead countries.
Participation 

The total of Sixty Four participants from Three Arab Countries, in addition to (3) staff from ARABTELSAT (the host) and (1) from ITU CoE/ARB: 
Bahrain (2), Sultanate of Oman (60) and UAE (2), participated at all the three workshops.

Annex (1) contains the list of participants (available at website) http://www.ituarabic.org/coe/2007/3play4gwirelesssecurity-07/
Agenda 

Annex (2) contains the Final Agenda for all the three workshops, which include several presentations. The sessions tackled all issues related to the workshops topics from different International and Local speakers.
During the workshop, several important questions were raised and the participants exchanged experience and knowledge on them. 

Concluding Session

The closing session included a Panel discussion from all the key speakers and an open discussion and Eng.Ghulam AL BALUSHI thanked all the participating organizations, and thanked the participants for their active role during the workshops. Special thanks were addressed to all speakers.
At the end, participants were awarded participation certificates. 
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